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Protecting Our Environment 

 
 
The environment is getting cleaner and healthier. The nation’s air and waterways, as a whole, are much healthier than they were just a few decades 
ago. Efforts to reduce pollution, encourage recycling, educate the public, and avoid ecological degradation have been a success. To ensure their 
continued support by the American people, however, we need a dramatic change in the attitude of officials in Washington, a shift from a job-killing 
punitive mentality to a spirit of cooperation with producers, landowners, and the public. An important factor is full transparency in development of the 
data and modeling that drive regulations. Legislation to restore the authority of States in environmental protection is essential. We encourage the 
use of agricultural best management practices among the States to reduce pollution.  
 
Our Republican Party’s Commitment to Conservation  
 
Conservation is a conservative value. As the pioneer of conservation over a century ago, the Republican Party believes in the moral obligation of 
the people to be good stewards of the God-given natural beauty and resources of our country and bases environmental policy on several common-
sense principles. For example, we believe people are the most valuable resource, and human health and safety are the most important 
measurements of success. A policy protecting these objectives, however, must balance economic development and private property rights in the 
short run with conservation goals over the long run. Also, public access to public lands for recreational activities such as hunting, fishing, and 
recreational shooting should be permitted on all appropriate federal lands.  
 
Moreover, the advance of science and technology advances environmentalism as well. Science allows us to weigh the costs and benefits of a policy 
so that we can prudently deal with our resources. This is especially important when the causes and long-range effects of a phenomenon are 
uncertain. We must restore scientific integrity to our public research institutions and remove political incentives from publicly funded research. 
Private Stewardship of the Environment Experience has shown that, in caring for the land and water, private ownership has been our best 
guarantee of conscientious stewardship, while the worst instances of environmental degradation have occurred under government control. By the 
same token, the most economically advanced countries–those that respect and protect private property rights—also have the strongest 
environmental protections, because their economic progress makes possible the conservation of natural resources. In this context, Congress should 
reconsider whether parts of the federal government’s enormous landholdings and control of water in the West could be better used for ranching, 
mining, or forestry through private ownership. Timber is a renewable natural resource, which provides jobs to thousands of Americans. All efforts 
should be made to make federal lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service available for harvesting. The enduring truth is that people best protect 
what they own.  
 
It makes sense that those closest to a situation are best able to determine its remedy. That is why a site- and situation-specific approach to an 
environmental problem is more likely to solve it, instead of a national rule based on the ideological concerns of politicized central planning. We 
therefore endorse legislation to require congressional approval before any rule projected to cost in excess of $100 million to American consumers 
can go into effect.  
 
The Republican Party supports appointing public officials to federal agencies who will properly and correctly apply environmental laws and 
regulations, always in support of economic development, job creation, and American prosperity and leadership. Federal agencies charged with 
enforcing environmental laws must stop regulating beyond their authority. There is no place in regulatory agencies for activist regulators.  

Comment [J1]: Relative to most water bodies in 

Florida, this assessment is clearly not true. For the 

entire USA, this assessment is probably a matter of 

debate. For air, this assessment is probably true 

nationwide, not considering the larger health effects 

from the implications of greenhouse gases. 

Comment [J2]: This is the current practice in 

Florida.  Riverwatch supports development and 

implementation of BMPs, but it has also advocated 

adoption and enforcement of EPA water quality 

standards which it sees as more independently 

enforceable than state standards half-heatedly 

enforced by state agencies alone. 

Comment [J3]: This is an interesting assertion, 

worthy of exploration and fact-checking. 

Comment [J4]:  Environmental laws cannot 

always be applied in support of short-term 

economic development.  Environmental regulations 

are about protecting America’s long-term economic 

prosperity and quality of life. 



 
Reining in the EPA  
 
Since 2009, the EPA has moved forward with expansive regulations that will impose tens of billions of dollars in new costs on American businesses 
and consumers. Many of these new rules are creating regulatory uncertainty, preventing new projects from going forward, discouraging new 
investment, and stifling job creation.  
 
We demand an end to the EPA’s participation in “sue and settle” lawsuits, sweetheart litigation brought by environmental groups to expand the 
Agency’s regulatory activities against the wishes of Congress and the public. We will require full transparency in litigation under the nation’s 
environmental laws, including advance notice to all State and local governments, tribes, businesses, landowners, and the public who could be 
adversely affected. We likewise support pending legislation to ensure cumulative analysis of EPA regulations, and to require full transparency in all 
EPA decisions, so that the public will know in advance their full impact on jobs and the economy. We oppose the EPA’s unwarranted revocation of 
existing permits. We also call on Congress to take quick action to prohibit the EPA from moving forward with new greenhouse gas regulations that 
will harm the nation’s economy and threaten millions of jobs over the next quarter century. The most powerful environmental policy is liberty, the 
central organizing principle of the American Republic and its people. Liberty alone fosters scientific inquiry, technological innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and information exchange. Liberty must remain the core energy behind America’s environmental improvement.  

Comment [J5]: Riverwatch has often been 

critical of EPA, but not because it is doing too much 

to enforce water protections.  Rather, it has been 

Riverwatch’s experience that it and some other 

federal (and state) agencies are not doing enough to 

enforce the Clean Water Act to protect the natural 

resources upon which our overall economy is based. 

Comment [J6]: In Florida, legal action has 

proven to be the most effective means for forcing 

government agencies to implement programs that 

live up to the terms of water quality regulations 

already on the books.  Some of the most forceful, 

grass-roots legal actions on water quality issues 

have been brought by organizations led by 

Republicans seeking redress of their grievances. 

Comment [J7]: The real territorial threat to 

Florida, its jobs and economy is sea level rise 

resulting from the human addition of excessive 

amounts of greenhouse gases.  


